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Newport Township Community Organization’s Summer Fun Program Closes
With a Carnival Type Program and Record Attendance - 2008 Best YearEver
For 3 YearOld Program

Pictured above with Tux, the Wilkes-Barre Scranton Penguins Mascot, are
52 children along with Summer Fun Officials and parents who were present
for the final 2008 Summer Fun session. The young lady pictured on the left
with her back to the camera is videographer Shannon Roche from WNEP
TV shooting a video segment of the group saying “Good Morning Pennsyl-
vania” which was subsequently used the following week to introduce sev-
eral segments of local morning news on WNEP TV.

By Bill Hourigan Excitement began to rise at the Wanamie Recrea-
tion Park when the sound of a blaring horn and the wailing of a siren
reached the ears of the 52 children attending the final session of the
2008 Summer Fun Program. All eyes turned to the park entrance as the
Newport Township Rescue 1 Fire Truck proceeded towards the children
with Tux riding high atop the massive vehicle waving to all.

From that time on there was nothing but fun for those in atten-
dance. The games were fun for the kids and adults alike. No children
were without some type of activity in which they could participate. All
children present received a gift or prize by the end of the day.

Tux proved to be a big hit with both kids and adults during the
entire event with his ongoing antics.

The Summer Fun Program began 3 years ago when attendance
ranged from 9 to 20 children per session . Attendance has steadily risen
over the 3 years of the program with this year’s attendance ranging form
a low of 20 to a high of 52.

In 2007 the program was improved when bus service was arranged
to transport children from Glen Lyon to and from the Wanamie Recrea-
tion Park.

Plans are already underway for next years program. If feasible
another bus pick up may be arranged for children residing in the Alden
section of the Township.

(See Summer Fun on page 4 for additional comments from the
program’s director “Murph” Fletcher.)

Township Commissioners Working on
Community Improvement Project
By John Jarecki The Township Commissioners are working on

an extensive project to improve access to the Community and to
solve a number of our serious problems, such as low water pressure,
abandoned buildings, an old municipal building, and deteriorating
recreation areas.

The project that they consider most important is promoting the
construction of the South Valley Parkway, a new highway that will
extend from the South Cross Valley Expressway to Kirmar Parkway,
providing ready access to the Township and encouraging business
use of community land. In doing this, they have arranged a series of
meetings with local officials such as Representative John Yudichak,
Senator Raphael Musto, Michael Lombardo, who is in charge of the
Governor’s North Eastern Pennsylvania office, Nanticoke officials,
and representatives from PennDOT.

In working on their other goals, the Commissioners have got-
ten a good deal of help from Mr. Lombardo. He has suggested ways
of getting support and government grants that we can apply for. For
example, his suggestion that the Commissioners talk to the state
Department of Community and Economic Development led to an-
other suggestion, by the Department’s representatives, that we make
a comprehensive development plan and cooperate with another local
government, say Conyngham Township, as preparation for applying
for Community improvement grants. The Commissioners are now

arranging discussions with Conyngham representatives and intend to
apply for a municipal planning grant.

The Commissioners have done a great deal of work on this project.
We thank them for their effort and wish them the best of luck.

1.Actively pursue grants to improve the overall quality of life within
the Township and retain the services of a grant writer to assist in this
endeavor.
2.Develop a ten (10) year plan for paving of Township Roads, and a
five (5) year capital improvement plan for purchase of equipment.
3.Strictly and equitably enforce all existing Township ordinances,
and upon request make copies available to the residents at no cost.
4.Develop an informational packet highlighting all salient attributes
of the Township and make it available to prospective developers of
land or buildings within the Township.
5.Institute a program oriented toward refurbishment of all Town-
ship owned or administered recreational properties.

Community Organization Presents Commissioners
with Annual Five Point Plan Suggesting Areas On
Which Officials Should Concentrate their Energy

As an advisory body, The Community Organization recognizes that these
recommendations can be accepted or rejected at the discretion of the
Board of Commissioners. However, we do request that as elected offi-
cials you incorporate these suggestions when charting the Township’s
future.



PRESIDENT’S REPORT FALLOF 2008
During the past quarter, the Newport Township Community

Organization has continued its efforts to assist in improving the
overall quality of life within the Municipality.

For the fifth consecutive year since its formation, the Com-
munity Organization submitted a Five Point Plan to the Township’s
Board of Commissioners outlining those areas upon which the vol-
unteer group suggests the elected officials should concentrate for the
next year.

A list of these recommendations is addressed in a more
detailed article elsewhere in this publication.

Co Chairpersons of the Community Organization’s Recrea-
tion Committee Merlyn “Murph” Fletcher and Mary Margaret Ka-
shatus made the past summer the most successful of the Group’s
Annual Summer Fun Program

Plans are already underway to insure that next year’s pro-
gram will surpass the prior years’ events.

Township residents are strongly encouraged to have their chil-
dren participate in these enjoyable and educational activities.

October 11th marks the date of the Organization’s fifth an-
nual Fall Festival. As usual, it will be held at the Holy Child Grove
in Sheatown.

This fun filled event continues to grow each year, and will
have more activities than in past years that will appeal to family
members of all ages.

The hours are from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Come and
enjoy the home cooking, and everything else planned to insure a
good time for all those who attend.

During the Summer, Organization members again joined
together to pick up litter along the Kirmar Parkway.

The task will be performed again during the Fall season.
Volunteers are encouraged to assist Community Organiza-

tion members in this worthwhile endeavor.
Township residents are again encouraged to attend the

monthly meetings of the Municipality’s governing body, and assist
the Organization and the elected officials in insuring that Newport
remains a First Class Township in all respects.

RECYCLING IN NEWPORT TOWNSHIP
By Tom Kashatus & Paul Jarecki Since the beginning of every

spring as one passes the “three legged” area on the outskirts of Glen
Lyon you can always see residents and non-residents taking advantage
of the compost pile dumped daily by employees of the Earth Conser-
vancy Compost Center who run the operation there. The compost is
the result of a biodegradable process or decomposition of yard waste –
grass cuttings, leaves, weeds, branches, Christmas trees, etc., that are
brought into the facility and ground into mulch. The final product in
this process is used for planting, mulching gardens, flower beds, etc.
The Earth Conservancy also mixes the compost with top soil to use
with their mine reclamation projects.

The compost center got its start August 23, 1995 when PA
DEP (Department of Environmental Protection) granted approval and
granted funds from the Northeast Tier of the Ben Franklin Technology
Center to Earth Conservancy to construct a yard waste composting
facility within Newport Township. Pennsylvania DEP also granted
funds for equipment at the initial start-up. John Renfer, Executive
Administrator of Earth Conservancy, stated that today it costs about
$200,000.00 per year to operate the Center and those costs are taken
from the Conservancy’s general fund. Is it a profitable operation? No,
not even close. Mr. Renfer also noted that, by State law, some com-
munities of a certain population are required to provide a recycling
program for yard waste and Earth Conservancy became the liaison in
Luzerne County for that purpose. These municipalities, through the
grant process, have also helped to furnish equipment for the compost
center. Some of those communities that recycle material at the facility
include Ashley, Edwardsville, Forty Fort, Larksville, Plymouth,
Pringle, Shickshinny, Sugar Notch, Swoyersville, Nanticoke, Wilkes
Barre, Conyngham Township, Hanover Township, and Plains Town-
ship. Newport Township’s population numbers do not meet that stan-
dard required for mandatory pick-up of yard waste. The Center proc-
esses about 26,000 cubic yards (or 8,000 tons) of material yearly. The
composting facility has received three Waste Watcher Awards issued
by PA DEP, the Public Recycling Officials of Pennsylvania, and the
Pennsylvania Waste Industries Association.

Many Newport Township residents and “out of towners,”
landscape/lawn contractors, and those municipalities throughout
Luzerne County deliver their yard waste to the Compost Center con-
tributing to its effort of making compost all year round. The best part
of dealing with the Compost Center is that, at this time, the compost is
free and there is no charge for dumping the yard waste. Mr. Renfer
stated that there is a sign posted that donations are accepted for their
service, but generally this request is ignored. A problematic issue
which he emphasized is when people ignore the sign that stipulates
“the hours of operation” – 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. during weekdays and (after
May 31st) 8 a.m. to12 p.m. on Saturdays – and dump their waste in
front of the gate when it is closed.

We in Newport are very fortunate because the compost center
is in our back yard and there is easy access to it. With constant empha-
sis on recycling today it’s sad to say that, even with the easy access to
the Center; however, we can still see residents dumping yard waste
“over the bank” or putting it out with the

Continued on page 6

Editorial
As press time approached many rumors regarding a possible

relocation of the Twp. Fire Department to the former Delbalslo
Ford Building in Nanticoke are in the air. The rumors indicate that
Twp. Commissioners and Nanticoke City Officials are thinking of
sharing the building to house the fire trucks and equipment of both
municipalities.

While the Township certainly needs an adequate facility for the
Fire Department the idea of locating it out of the Township at the
farthest point from some of it’s coverage areas seems unwise to us.

Such a move needs to be fully justified by an extensive feasi-
bility study and needs to be approved by the votes of our citi-
zens after a full disclosure of the study is published.

“Master Plumber" “Serving Entire Areas"

Larry Lynch W-B -- Nan. 735-7534
over 35 Yrs. Exp. Shick. -- Moc. 735-3943

Fax - -735-7568

Uncle Larry's
Plumbing -- Heating -- H.V.A.C.
Installation -- Service -- Repairs

Journeyman Plumber
Larry Martin Licensed and Insured
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(A Stroll Back In Time) Community Organization
Members Lend A Hand AT Newport Cemetery

By Paul Jarecki Newport
Cemetery, the oldest
cemetery in the Town-
ship is located in New-
port Center about 1/2
mile off Old Newport
Road. The oldest
marker to be found in
the Cemetery is that of
George France,1781-
1815. The epitaph reads
“departed from the
sting of a bee”. Accord-

ing to Jimmy Griffith, the Cemetery Caretaker, there are older graves in
the cemetery which had markers long since deteriorated beyond recog-
nition, and they were removed by previous caretakers.

Markers for some original families of the Township (Belles,
Croops, Deets, Fairchild, Gruver, Lutsey, Vandermark and Womels-
dorf) can still be seen .

On July 19, 2008, Steve Phillips, Tom Kashatus, John Jarecki,
Paul Jarecki, Murph Fletcher, Heidi Selecky and Palmira Miller of the
Newport Township Community Organization met with Jimmy Griffith,
to assist him in the task of resetting three headstones, located in the
center of the cemetery. which had been toppled by vandals.

After surveying the damage, the group of volunteers came up with
a plan and set about the daunting task of up righting, resetting and re-
sealing the headstones. It was not an easy task. One of the headstones
weighed in excess of 900 lbs.

Three hours later,, after much creative maneuvering, lifting and
straining, the headstones were reset and resealed. A grievous wrong had
been righted.

Make a point to visit Newport Cemetery in the near future.
Walking through the Newport Cemetery is like A Stroll Back

In Time!

NTCO volunteers shown righting the last one of 3
vandalized headstones at Newport Cemetery

A Perfect Example of Community
Cooperation & Improvement

By Tom Kashatus Anthony and Debra Ginocchietti, 588 Old
Newport Street, Wanamie purchased a derelict property next door
to their home in August 2006 for $23,000.00. Mr. Ginocchietti
stated that their specific intent was to buy the property, demolish it,
and show an improvement to the general area.

There was an opportunity to purchase the property at a
Luzerne County Sheriff’s Sale, but their bid was not accepted. De-
termined not to let the property fall into irresponsible hands, the
property was eventually purchased from the bank through Antonik
Real Estate.

Fortunately for the Ginocchietti’s at about the same time,
Newport Township received a $125,000.00 grant from Luzerne
County Community Development for demolition and other finan-
cial and legal assistance was offered by the Newport Authority.
The Ginocchiettis’ submitted an application for assistance which
was processed through the Board of Commissioners and the Gi-
nocchietti property qualified for help to be demolished under a pro-
gram offered by the municipality.

After the demolition and backfilling the Ginocchietti’s pur-
chased some top soil and with hard work, the seeding of grass,
planting of flowers, along with some minor landscaping, they
turned and eyesore into something that brightened up their commu-
nity. Truly a project of which they could be proud .

BEFORE AFTER

Mil-N-Jim's
Parkway Inn

Alden, PA

Full Restaurant Menu
Served Daily 11-11

570-735-2745
24 West Kirmar Avenue

Newport Township

Patrice Marie’s
Salon

Perms - Colors - Highlights
Total Family Hair Maintenance

For Appo intm ents Call 57 0-73 6-33 38
Mon - Wed - Fr i 12 Noon - 8 PM

Sat - 10 AM - 7PM
29 East Main St reet , Gl en Lyon , PA 18 61 7
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BILL DOMINICK
HOME IMPROVE-

MENTS
P.O. Box 233 Mountain Top, PA

18707
Phone: (570) 474-1307

Cell: (570) 814-3530

ALL TYPES
OF HOME
IMPROVE-

MENT
•SIDING

•WINDOWS

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED • REFER-

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP
FIREMAN TO HOLD

DRAWING FOR FULLY AS-
SEMBLED 4 Ft X 8 Ft “O”

GAUGE TRAIN
DISPLAY

Display Includes a Diesel Freight
Set, Complete Village, Operating
House on Fire, Assorted Vehicles,
Citizens and Scenery. For More
Information See a NTFD Fire-

man or Call Bill at 736-6096. Drawing December 6th.
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PRESENT THIS AD FOR $10.00 OFF 1 FULL DETAIL

(570) 735-2225 Middle Road
(570) 735-0167 FAX Nanticoke, PA 18634

Jeff Stewart Restaurant, Lounge, Catering

Fundraisers for Newport Township Community Organization “Murph” Fletcher Comments on Summer Fun

Well year 3 of Summer Fun has come and gone. We are de-
lighted to report that because we actively pursued generating a budget,
we were able to provide a variety of interesting and fun programs along
with a field trip.

We wish you could have heard the laughter and joy that the
children expressed at some of the performances.

They also learned that everything does not go right the first
time you try to build a Tee Pee. The odors on a farm were a new
experience for them also. Learning about preparation before a
performance is important along with creating and performing the
dances they choreographed.

For the first time a day at the Alden Playground was added
to the schedule to check for a possible interest in the program.
Much to our surprise 18 children showed up and enjoyed the
games we provided. It now gives us a challenge on how we may
get them involved in next year’s program.

The last day ended as the group became TV stars on the
WNEP TV Good Morning Pennsylvania segment. The segment
ended on a humorous note as one child walks out of the
picture, and another child says “What are we supposed to
do with that kid”? That phrase will give us the incentive to de-
sign next year’s program to answer that question and attempt to
see that the children have a happy and unforgettable Summer
Fun experience. To all those that assisted with the program with
your time, efforts and donations---

Thank You Very Very Very Much!!“
Sincerely, “Murph “Fletcher

Home Made Fresh & Smoked Sausage
Made All Year Round

Holiday Orders Taken 32 East Main Street
Up to 7 Days Before Glen Lyon, PA 18617

570 736-6585

Barbara's Custom Floral
Your Wedding Specialist

Complete Floral & Gift Shop
Wire Services Available

1-570-735-3011 1 Newport Street
1-800-452-9264 Nanticoke, PA 18634

Fax: 570-735-0718 www.barbarasflora.com

Did you know? Newport Community News is available on the
internet. The internet edition features many of our pictures in
color. This and previous editions can be found at the website:
www.newporttownship.com

The 2009 edition of the
Newport Township Cal-
endar with historical
pictures is now avail-
able. Included are pic-
tures of the Newport
High School Basketball

team of 1936, the only
team in school history to win a state championship, and the
Alden Coal Company Office. The calendar sells for $10.00
($12.00 with shipping)

Also for sale are wooden miniature plaques of Newport
Township High School. They were designed by the Cat’s
Meow, a company well-known for collectables of this type.
They measure 4x6 and sell for $15.00 ($18.50 with shipping}

Thanks to the generosity of the late John Forgach and many
other contributors, a DVD is being developed with over 700
pictures depicting the history of Newport Township. The
DVD Newport Township: Our Roots will be sold for
$15.00 ($18.00 with shipping) as soon as it is completed.

All three items can be purchased by contacting Heidi Se-
lecky at 736-6782 or Paul Jarecki at 736-6620. The calendar
is available at the Variety Stop on East Main Street, Glen
Lyon.

Newport High Plaque





the
Ken Pollock
Apartments

George Wilson, Manager

41 Depot Street Glen Lyon, PA 18617
Phone: 570-736-6965 FAX: 570-736-4348

Pager: 570-821-8750 E-mail:kpats@epix.net
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Sales and Service Buy - Sell - Trade

Piestrak's Gun Shop

104 Alden Mountain Road

Nanticoke, PA 18634
(570) 735-3776
FAX 735-1603 1-800-281-0716

regular garbage pickup even though there is
constant emphasis to recycle all recyclable materials. Then there are
some residents in the Township who strongly believe in recycling and
have established their own compost piles which they use for their
home gardens.

Prior to four years ago Newport Township picked up yard
waste but this was discontinued to due monetary constraints. Hope-
fully some day we can see this benefit return to our residents. Interest-
ingly, Newport Township this year entered into a new three year con-
tract with Mascaro Industries in the amount of almost $1,000,000. The
Township still picks up plastic bottles, aluminum and tin cans, etc. and
delivers these items to their recycling center in Hanover Township.
We are also contracted with Mascaro Industries to pick up one big
item of junk during first garbage pick up of the month.

Usually during the month of April the Newport Township
Community Organization with the cooperation of the Township Com-
missioners holds a “big junk drop off” at the Municipal Shed for the
period of one week. This is conducted as part of the nationwide an-
nual Great American Cleanup. This past year, with this effort, ap-
proximately 7.14 tons of municipal waste was taken to the Keystone
Landfill by Mascaro Industries and Waste Reduction of Hanover
Township and disposed free of charge.

This year as a fund raising project, the Newport Township
Community Organization, will pick up and recycle metals (motor
blocks, brake drums, wheel rims, lawnmowers, pipe, grills, appliances,
bed frames and springs, swimming pools, bicycles, exercise equip-
ment, furnaces, etc.), car batteries, and aluminum products to raise
funds for our community projects. Tom Kashatus is chairman for this
ongoing service and he may be contacted at 736-6981.

Continued from page 2

The Newport Township Board of Commis-
sioners meets monthly on the 1st Monday of
the month at 6:00 PM in the Municipal
Building in Wanamie. Work sessions are held
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 5:00 PM
at the same location. ATTEND-TAKE PART
IN IMPROVING NEWPORT TOWNSHIP

“Glen Lyon’s Den”
(Formerly Frace’s)

34 Orchard St., Glen Lyon, PA (570) 736-6600

“In House Only Specials”
Football SundayWing Day $3.95 Per Order $1.50 Pints

Wednesdays - Karaoke -8:00 PM - 12:00 PM
Thursday - Clams $4.95 Per Order

Closed Monday, Tues.-Sat, 3:00 PM to Close
Sunday 12:30 PM to Close

Food & Beer Take-out s Available ATM on Premises

JOHNNY D’s
South Phil ly St eaks

701 S. Walnut Street
Nanticoke, PA 18634

Phone 735-6666
FAX 258-1585

Open 10:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Delivery Available

Glen Lyon
American Legion Post 539

Newport Street, Glen Lyon , PA
Serving Dinner

Thursday - Friday - Saturday - Sunday
4:30 PM to 10:00 PM
Full Menu Available

Seafood - Steaks - Chops - Chicken - Pasta - Hoagies
Take-outs Available Call 736-6462

Hall Rental Available


