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Newport Township Community Organization’s Summer Fun Program Closes
With a Carnival Type Program and Record Attendance - 2008 Best YearEver
For 3 YearOld Program
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Pictured above with Tux, the Wilkes-Barre Scranton Penguins Mascot, are
52 children along with Summer Fun Officials and parents who were present
for the final 2008 Summer Fun session. The young lady pictured on the left
with her back to the camerais videographer Shannon Roche from WNEP
TV shooting a video segment of the group saying “ Good Morning Pennsyl-
vania’ which was subsequently used the following week to introduce sev-
eral segments of local morning newson WNEP TV.

Township Commissioners Working on
Community Improvement Project

By John Jarecki The Township Commissioners are working on
an extensive project to improve access to the Community and to
solve a number of our serious problems, such as low water pressure,
abandoned buildings, an old municipal building, and deteriorating
recreation areas.

The project that they consider most important is promoting the
construction of the South Valley Parkway, a new highway that will
extend from the South Cross Valley Expressway to Kirmar Parkway,
providing ready access to the Township and encouraging business
use of community land. In doing this, they have arranged a series of
meetings with local officials such as Representative John Y udichak,
Senator Raphael Musto, Michael Lombardo, who isin charge of the
Governor’s North Eastern Pennsylvania office, Nanticoke officials,
and representatives from PennDOT.

In working on their other goal's, the Commissioners have got-
ten agood deal of help from Mr. Lombardo. He has suggested ways
of getting support and government grants that we can apply for. For
example, his suggestion that the Commissioners talk to the state
Department of Community and Economic Development led to an-
other suggestion, by the Department’ s representatives, that we make
a comprehensive development plan and cooperate with another local
government, say Conyngham Township, as preparation for applyin
for Community improvement grants. The Commissioners are now

By Bill Hourigan EXcitement began to rise at the Wanamie Recrea
tion Park when the sound of a blaring horn and the wailing of asiren
reached the ears of the 52 children attending the final session of the
2008 Summer Fun Program. All eyes turned to the park entrance as the
Newport Township Rescue 1 Fire Truck proceeded towards the children
with Tux riding high atop the massive vehicle waving to all.

From that time on there was nothing but fun for those in atten-
dance. The games were fun for the kids and adults alike. No children
were without some type of activity in which they could participate. All
children present received a gift or prize by the end of the day.

Tux proved to be abig hit with both kids and adults during the
entire event with his ongoing antics.

The Summer Fun Program began 3 years ago when attendance

.| ranged from 9 to 20 children per session . Attendance has steadily risen
| over the 3 years of the program with this year’ s attendance ranging form

alow of 20 to ahigh of 52.

In 2007 the program was improved when bus service was arranged
to transport children from Glen Lyon to and from the Wanamie Recrea
tion Park.

Plans are already underway for next years program. If feasible
another bus pick up may be arranged for children residing in the Alden
section of the Township.

(See Summer Fun on page 4 for additional comments from the
program’s director “Murph” Fletcher.)

Community Organization Presents Commissioners
with Annual Five Point Plan Suggesting Areas On
Which Officials Should Concentrate their Energy

1.Actively pursue grantsto improvethe overall quality of lifewithin
the Township and retain the services of a grant writer to assist in this
endeavor.

2.Develop aten (10) year plan for paving of Township Roads, and a
five (5) year capital improvement plan for purchase of equipment.
3.Strictly and eguitably enforce all existing Township ordinances,
and upon request make copies available to the residents at no cost.
4.Develop an informational packet highlighting all salient attributes
of the Township and makeit available to prospective developer s of
land or buildings within the Township.

5.Institute a program oriented toward refurbishment of all Town-
ship owned or administered recreational properties.

As an advisory body, The Community Organization recognizes that these
recommendations can be accepted or rejected at the discretion of the
Board of Commissioners. However, we do request that as elected offi-
cials you incorporate these suggestions when charting the Township’s
future.

arranging discussions with Conyngham representatives and intend to
apply for amunicipa planning grant.

The Commissioners have done a great deal of work on this project.
We thank them for their effort and wish them the best of luck.



Editorial

As press time approached many rumors regarding a possible
relocation of the Twp. Fire Department to the former Delbalslo
Ford Building in Nanticoke are in the air. The rumors indicate that
Twp. Commissioners and Nanticoke City Officias are thinking of
sharing the building to house the fire trucks and equipment of both
municipalities.

While the Township certainly needs an adequate facility for the
Fire Department the idea of locating it out of the Township at the
farthest point from some of it’s coverage areas seems unwise to us.

Such a move needs to be fully justified by an extensive feasi-
bility study and needsto be approved by the votes of our citi-
zens after afull disclosure of the study is published.

PRESIDENT'SREPORT FALLOF 2008

During the past quarter, the Newport Township Community
Organization has continued its efforts to assist in improving the
overal quality of life within the Municipality.

For the fifth consecutive year since its formation, the Com-
munity Organization submitted a Five Point Plan to the Township’s
Board of Commissioners outlining those areas upon which the vol-
unteer group suggests the elected officials should concentrate for the
next year.

A list of these recommendations is addressed in a more
detailed article elsewhere in this publication.

Co Chairpersons of the Community Organization’s Recrea-
tion Committee Merlyn “Murph” Fletcher and Mary Margaret Ka-
shatus made the past summer the most successful of the Group’s
Annual Summer Fun Program

Plans are already underway to insure that next year’'s pro-
gram will surpass the prior years' events.

Township residents are strongly encouraged to have their chil-
dren participate in these enjoyable and educational activities.

October 11" marks the date of the Organization's fifth an-
nual Fall Festival. Asusud, it will be held at the Holy Child Grove
in Sheatown.

Thisfun filled event continues to grow each year, and will
have more activities than in past years that will appeal to family
members of all ages.

The hours are from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Come and
enjoy the home cooking, and everything else planned to insure a
good time for al those who attend.

During the Summer, Organization members again joined
together to pick up litter along the Kirmar Parkway.

The task will be performed again during the Fall season.

Volunteers are encouraged to assist Community Organiza-
tion members in this worthwhile endeavor.

Township residents are again encouraged to attend the
monthly meetings of the Municipality’s governing body, and assist
the Organization and the elected officialsin insuring that Newport
remains a First Class Township in all respects.

“Master Plumber" “Serving Entire Areas"
Larry Lynch W-B -- Nan. 735-7534
over 35 Yrs. Exp. Shick. -- Moc. 735-3943

Fax - -735-7568

UncleLarry's
Plumbing -- Heating -- H.V.A.C.
Installation -- Service -- Repairs

Journeyman Plumber
Larry Martin Licensed and Insured
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RECYCLING IN NEWPORT TOWNSHIP

By Tom Kashatus & Paul Jarecki Since the beginning of every
spring as one passes the “three legged” area on the outskirts of Glen
Lyon you can always see residents and non-residents taking advantage
of the compost pile dumped daily by employees of the Earth Conser-
vancy Compost Center who run the operation there. The compost is
the result of a biodegradable process or decomposition of yard waste —
grass cuttings, leaves, weeds, branches, Christmas trees, etc., that are
brought into the facility and ground into mulch. The final product in
this processis used for planting, mulching gardens, flower beds, etc.
The Earth Conservancy also mixes the compost with top soil to use
with their mine reclamation projects.

The compost center got its start August 23, 1995 when PA
DEP (Department of Environmental Protection) granted approval and
granted funds from the Northeast Tier of the Ben Franklin Technology
Center to Earth Conservancy to construct a yard waste composting
facility within Newport Township. Pennsylvania DEP aso granted
funds for equipment at theinitial start-up. John Renfer, Executive
Administrator of Earth Conservancy, stated that today it costs about
$200,000.00 per year to operate the Center and those costs are taken
from the Conservancy’s genera fund. Isit aprofitable operation? No,
not even close. Mr. Renfer also noted that, by State law, some com-
munities of a certain population are required to provide arecycling
program for yard waste and Earth Conservancy became the liaisonin
Luzerne County for that purpose. These municipalities, through the
grant process, have also helped to furnish equipment for the compost
center. Some of those communities that recycle material at the facility
include Ashley, Edwardsville, Forty Fort, Larksville, Plymouth,
Pringle, Shickshinny, Sugar Notch, Swoyersville, Nanticoke, Wilkes
Barre, Conyngham Township, Hanover Township, and Plains Town-
ship. Newport Township's population numbers do not meet that stan-
dard required for mandatory pick-up of yard waste. The Center proc-
esses about 26,000 cubic yards (or 8,000 tons) of material yearly. The
composting facility has received three Waste Watcher Awards issued
by PA DEP, the Public Recycling Officials of Pennsylvania, and the
Pennsylvania Waste Industries Association.

Many Newport Township residents and “ out of towners,”
landscape/lawn contractors, and those municipalities throughout
Luzerne County deliver their yard waste to the Compost Center con-
tributing to its effort of making compost al year round. The best part
of dealing with the Compost Center is that, at this time, the compost is
free and there is no charge for dumping the yard waste. Mr. Renfer
stated that there is a sign posted that donations are accepted for their
service, but generally thisrequest isignored. A problematic issue
which he emphasized is when people ignore the sign that stipulates
“the hours of operation” —7 am. to 3 p.m. during weekdays and (after
May 31%) 8 am. to12 p.m. on Saturdays —and dump their wastein
front of the gate when it is closed.

Wein Newport are very fortunate because the compost center
isin our back yard and there is easy accessto it. With constant empha-
sison recycling today it’'s sad to say that, even with the easy accessto
the Center; however, we can till see residents dumping yard waste

over the bank” or putting it out with the Continued on page 6



