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Newsletter Has New Editor
As of this edition of the Newport Community News,

William P. Hourigan of Glen Lyon has assumed the position of
Editor of our Publication.

The Board of Directors, Officers and members of the
Newport Township Community Organization wish to express
their sincere thanks and appreciation to former Editor John
Jarecki for his dedicated service as Editor of the first 12 issues
of the Newsletter. Without John’s dedication and effort it is
doubtful our publication would have ever appeared.

We wish John the best in his future pursuits.

By Heidi Selecky

Newport Township’s newest
Commissioner is Michael
Roke of Alden. Mr. Roke is a
1992 graduate of Nanticoke
Area High School. When he
was a senior, he decided to
become a policeman. He en-
rolled at Luzerne County
Community College and

earned his associate degree in criminal justice in 1994. Mr.
Roke then attended the Police Academy at Lackawanna Col-
lege and completed his training in 1995. He is employed by
the Nanticoke Police Department as shift sergeant. One rea-
son he chose law enforcement was the job opportunities that
existed for this profession in the Newport Township area.
Mr. Roke has a strong desire to reside in the community
where he grew up.

Mr. Roke believes that being a police officer gives him a
unique advantage in recognizing and solving community
problems. He has interacted with people in a variety of situa-
tions, both civil and criminal. It has also given him practical
experience in learning how municipalities function.

As the code enforcement commissioner, Mr. Roke would
like to rid the township of abandoned and dilapidated build-
ings and enforce code regulations from a proactive stance.
Joe Maguire was appointed nuisance enforcement officer in
late 2007 and reports to Mr. Roke. Because of competition
for available funding, as well as legal complications, demoli-
tion of problem properties is a slow and difficult process.

Mr. Roke would like to resolve problems diligently, pro-
fessionally and with respect for everyone’s viewpoints, not
only with regards to code enforcement, but all problems pre-
sented by residents.

Mr. Roke is the son of Sharon and the late John Roke of
Glen Lyon. He is married to the former Kelly Buydos. They
have one daughter Cassidy.

Township Commissioner Michael Roke
Promises Strict Code Enforcement

Congressman Kanjorski
Speaks At Community
Organization Forum

By Tom Kashatus
For the 2nd time within a year Newport

Township was honored with a visit from
a high ranking public official. At a town
meeting sponsored by the Newport
Township Community Organization held
in Glen Lyon at American Legion Post

539 on February 12th, US Representative Paul Kanjorski (D) of
the 11 th Congressional District of Pennsylvania addressed citi-
zens and officials of Newport Township and the Greater Nanti-
coke Area. Preceding a question and answer forum, Congress-
man Kanjorski gave a recap of his many accomplishments
over the past twenty five years of service within his district
and especially his hometown of Nanticoke. It is claimed that
more than ten million dollars in federal funds have been ear-
marked for the city over the years and more funds are antici-
pated as the planning of future projects move forward. When
the Congressman stated, “Nanticoke gives me a headache,” a
lengthy confrontational debate took place between him and
Councilman Jim Litchkofski over funds that were taken away
from a proposed multimillion dollar City parking project and
transferred to other projects within the Congressional District.
He claimed that municipal and authority officials’ poor man-
agement and decision making were the impetus for these
losses.

Tom Kashatus, former Newport Township Commis-
sioner, asked the Congressman if the already allocated
$160,000.00 from the current federal transportation budget is
still on its way to Newport. It was stated that he is trying to
ease some of the restrictions that require the money to be spent
on only routes that are used by bus transportation. Newport
Township has submitted a plan to have work done on Robert
Street, Sheatown and other adjoining streets such as Thomas,
John, William, and Charles that run off Robert Street. Since
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is a funnel for these mon-
ies, they have not yet made any decision

Special Insert Enclosed
Enclosed you will find an insert containing a cur-

rent listing of regularly scheduled events and meet-
ings held by various government bodies, clubs and
organizations in Newport Township. A listing of
Church Services in the Township is also on the in-
sert.

Get out and take part in your community!

Continued on page 6
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The Community Organization extends its sincere appre-
ciation to the PNC Bank Branch in Mocanaqua whose contri-
bution underwrote the cost of printing this edition of the
newsletter.

In closing, the Community Organization again reminds
all interested parties that membership in the Organization is
open to all who are committed to improving all that Newport
has to offer.

Membership applications are available from the Organi-
zation’s Second Vice President and Membership Chairman,
Thomas Kashatus. He can be reached at 736-6981.

We hope to see you at our future meetings and events.

New Home Built on Approach to
Old Newport Township High School

By Tom Kashatus
“On the hilltop far above us” and after laying dormant

for over forty years, the site of the old Newport Township
High School has come alive with the construction of a model
home by Hazle Associates and Contractor Robert Morris.
Morris is by far the most prolific home builder in Newport
Township over the past twenty years with over twenty homes
built in the Wanamie and Alden communities and a commer-
cial business in Glen Lyon. The two story traditional 1800
square foot home is being offered for sale by Antonik Real
Estate. The home features three bedrooms, one bath upstairs,
kitchen, large living room, and powder room downstairs.
There is a two car garage with a finished bonus room above
that may be used as a bedroom or den.

The old Newport High School parcel was purchased by
PhilMor Enterprises, Inc. and has been since divided into four
lots. The new home is on lot # 2, and lots # 3 & 4 to the rear
have been approved by Luzerne County Planning for future
home construction. Lot # 1 consists of nine acres and takes
up the area where the old high school and football field were
located.

Upon touring the home with Mr. Morris it was noted that
the work being done was first class with ceramic tile and
hardwood floors, fine fixtures, textured ceilings, and colonial
trim and moldings. It is satisfying to know that Mr. Morris is
a Newport Township resident and to see all Newport Town-
ship craftsmen performing the various construction tasks.

This new construction will certainly bring back the
memories of high school, teachers, and friendships to those
who passed through those once hallowed halls.

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATION

PRESIDENT’S REPORT SPRING 2008

By Steve Phillips
The members of the Newport Township Community Or-

ganization remain unified in their commitment to assist in im-
proving the economic base and overall quality of life within
the Township.

The Organization is prepared to render its assistance to
the Board of Township Commissioners in the latter’s efforts to
improve water service in certain sections of the Municipality,
construct a new municipal building/fire station, improve the
Township’s road system, and ensure that a new connector road
to Route 29 is constructed in an expeditious time frame.

Congressman Paul Kanjorski was the featured speaker
at a forum sponsored by the Community Organization on Feb-
ruary 19th at the Glen Lyon American Legion. The 11 th Con-
gressional District Legislator spoke and fielded questions from
nearly 70 attendees during his two hour plus presentation. He
addressed a wide range of topics relevant to not only Newport
Township, but the Greater Nanticoke Area and the entire Con-
gressional District.

Newport Township Commissioners John Vishnefski and
Michael Roke were in attendance, and were joined by Nanti-
coke City’s Mayor and several other Councilmen from that
Community.

Subsequent forums will be scheduled in the future. Any-
one who has a particular topic that they would like to see ad-
dressed at these sessions are encouraged to contact a represen-
tative of the Community Organization.

On February 26th Representatives of the Community Or-
ganization were in attendance at the invitation of Catholic So-
cial Services, to hear, along with numerous other Greater Nan-
ticoke residents, a presentation regarding the potential conver-
sion of the former St. Stanislaus Orphanage to subsidized
housing units. Numerous hurdles have yet to be surmounted
prior to this proposal becoming a reality.

Members of the Organization will once again
participate in the Great American Clean Up. The event is
scheduled for April 19th. Volunteers will pick up litter along
the Township’s major thoroughfare.

In addition to the sense of accomplishment
and community pride that evolves from participating in this
activity, a strong sense of camaraderie develops among all
those who are involved.

The Event will again be coordinated by Palmira Miller,
Secretary of the Organization. Anyone who has questions, or
is willing to participate, is requested to contact Mrs. Miller at
736-6637.

Once again Merlyn “Murph” Fletcher and his Co-
chairperson, Mary Margaret Kashatus, are planning a host of
recreational activities that will be carried out under the banner
of the Organization’s Recreation Committee. More informa-
tion on the proposed events will be forthcoming.

Continued in next column

As participants in “Operation Save a Life” members of New-
port Township Fire Department have installed four cases of
smoke detectors (over 150 at no cost to residents) throughout
the Township and are currently requisitioning more of the
Kidde special. For further information regarding this project
residents may call the fire station at 735-2000.

D I D Y O U K N O W ?


