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State of the Township

The Township commissioners have begun the new year 2005 by Newport Township

restoring community services to levels close to what they were,
toward the end of last vear, when they felt forced to scale them
back, because of a shortage of income. They brought back all
previcusly full time police and firefighters into full time
positions. Township residents now once again have, under
normal circumstances, police protection 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. The only remaining part of the scale back of
services seems to be the lack of a full time administrative
assistant, who continues to work in a part time position.

The Township commissioners, in their budget for 2003, are
projecting expenses of $1,097,039 in the coming year. Among
the major expenses are the following,

Expense Approximate Cost
refuse and recycling $247 thousand
medical insurance

and other benefits $158 thousand
police protection $123 thousand
fire protection 5109 thousand

The commissioners are expecting income, paying for all these
expenses, to come from several major income sources, the largest

being the following,

Income Source Approximate Amount

earned income tax (4:%) $229 thousand

real estate taxes (35 mills)  $209 thousand

state revenue sharing $38 thousand

building code enforcement ~ $17 thousand

refuse and recycling fees %185 and $40 per person

Another way of looking at these taxes is that, taking the
commonly used figure of 1600 households in the Township, we
find that the average household will pay about $685 a year, or
about $57 a month, for refuse and recycling services, police and
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A Message from the President

The Newort Township Community Organization had its
origins in a request from the Township’s Board of
Commissioners that the residents provide suggestions to help
improve the Community’s overall quality of life. In answer to
that plea, the Newport Township Community Organization
evolved.

Among its activities, in which a relatively small but
committed group of Organization members have participated,
were three large junk pickups in Glen Lyon, a weed cufting and
litter pick up in the same community, and weed cutting and litter
pick up projects in Alden and immediately adjacent to the
Regional Equipment Center in Wananie.

In October, the Organization sponsored a successful Fall Festival
on the grounds of the Holy Child Church in Sheatown.

To acknowledge the decorating efforts of the Township's
residents during the Christmas season, the Organization selected
{ continued on page 2 )
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Jacob Ellis, Amy Ellis, and Albert Namovicz

People
Jacob Ellis, Albert Namovicz, and Gertrude Formulak

We would like to congratulate those we awarded prizes for their
home Christmas displays. Gertrude Formulak of West Enterprise
Street, Glen Lyon, won the third prize. Albert Namovicz of East
Main Street, Glen Lyon won the second prize. Jacob Ellis of
Marcella Street, Alden, won the first prize. While everyone who
worked to put a Christmas display on his or her property did us all
a service in making the Holidays more enjoyable, those winning
these prizes did an exceptional job, in our opinion, in using lights
and ornaments to create a pleasing effect. We thank them
especially, but also everyone with a display, for their contribution
to the community.

John Sidonis

We would like to welcome John Sidonis, a new resident of Glen
Lyon, to the community. He bought Cobasco’s Hardware Store
and is working to put a Dollar General store in the building. We
wish him the best of luck in his business,

Joe Rymar and Paul Czapracki

We would like to thank Joe Rymar for his work as President of
the Township Commissioners. He resigned the post in January,
but will remain one of the commissioners. Similarly, we
welcome Paul Czapracki as the new President and wish him the
best in his new position.

Tom Kashatus

We would also like to congratulate Tom Kashatus, chosen by
the Commissioners in January to replace Joe Hilan who resigned
to take a job with the Township. Tom has done a great deal of
work for the Community Organization in documenting neglected
and abandoned buildings, publicizing the problem on the local
news, and cooperating with the Township’s business manager in
having the owners of these properties cited for violation of the
nuisance ordinance. We wish him the best of luck.

John Roke

With help from State Senator Raphael Musto, the Township
recently received a $40,000 state grant to use towards buying a
£41,500 Ford F-350 truck for its road department. Former
Township commissioner John Roke did a great deal of work to
get this state grant. He deserves thanks from all residents for his
service to the community.

Dan Kowalski

Dan Kowalski, of the Black Diamond ATV Club, is working to
organizing an Anthracite Regional Trail System { ARTS ), a
recreational area for ATV use, on Earth Conservancy ( EC ) land
in Newport and Cunningham Townships. ARTS would benefit
the local area in several ways, such as capturing revenue from
people already using the EC land for ATV recreation, bringing in
business to serve ATV users needs, and reducing illegal activities
on EC land.

Glen Lyon American Legion Home Association

On the third Sunday morning of the month, the Glen Lyon
American Legion Home Association holds a breakfast in the
Legion building to help pay for the building’s utilities. The group
cooks a tasty meal, which also serves as a social occasion, giving
you a good way to meet many of your friends and neighbors.

President's Message ( continued from page 1)

three families as recipients of cash awards for their holiday
displays. The Organization also made financial contributions to
the Wanamie families who lost their homes as a result of the
devastating fire in January.

During 2005, it is anticipated that the Organization will
continue with its large junk pickups and other related clean up
activities throughout the Township. Continued emphasis shall be
placed on cleaning up derelict and deteriorating properties
throughout the Community. The Organization’s Second Vice
President Thomas Kashatus and his dedicated Committee have
identified a substantial number of these parcels that should be
addressed.

A number of owners have voluntarily cleaned up their
properties subsequent to receiving a letter from the Organization.

The continued cooperation of the Township’s Board of
Commissioners is integral to resolving this issue,

Township residents are encouraged to contact any organization
member to report any properties they deem to be a nuisance.

Any group is only as strong as its members. Therefore, all
residents of the township are encouraged to join the Organization,
Meetings are held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of every
month at the Knights of Columbus on East Main Street in Glen
Lyon. This is the site of the former St. Denis Church. Everyone
interested in helping to insure that Newport remains a truly first
class Township is cordially invited to attend.
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