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State of the Township

One out of six
household units in
Newport Township is §
unoccupied,
according to the year
2000 census. Many
unoccupied buildings
are unattended, some
are damaged by fire,
others are in a bad ey
state of disrepair. So, 5
it shouldn’t be a
surprise that one of
our community’s
most pressing
problems is the large
number of neglected
and abandoned
buildings. Finding a
solution to this
problem is on the
minds of the
Township Commissioners and is the main project of the Newport
Township Community Organization.

-

Township Commissioner Tom Kashatus

The good news is that several groups are working on different
efforts to clean up or eliminate these unsightly and dangerous
buildings. Township Building Code Commissioner Tom
Kashatus, Township Manager Rich Zika, and a state-qualified
structural inspector from the Middle Department Inspection
Agency ( MDIA ) are checking on problem buildings that may be
in violation of our Nuisance Ordinance or that are uninhabitable
under our Condemnation Ordinance. At the same time, the
Newport Township Authority, a non-government community
group appointed by the Township Commissioners, has funds
available for demolishing uninhabitable buildings. The
Community Organization is sending inquiry letters to owners of
these buildings asking whether they are interested in cooperating
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A Message from the President

Steve Phillips, a resident of Wanamie, is President of the Newport
Township Community Organization

The Newport Township Community Organization is
celebrating its first anniversary. A committed group of
approximately 45 dues paying members has been working in
close harmony to help insure that the newly incorporated body
has remained a viable force to assist in improving Newport
Township’s overall quality of life.

Contrary to the believe of some residents, the Community
Organization’s main function is not picking up junk items and
other debris throughout Newport Township. It is to provide
suggestions to elected officials to assist them in helping the
municipality realize its full potential. The Organizaition’s
members regularly attend meetings of the Newport Township
Board of Commissioners to offer positive input and, when
necessary, constructive criticism. The Organization remains
committed to a program of cleaning up neglected properties and
eliminating dilapidated and deteriorating structures.

Group members participated in the April 23rd Great
Pennsylvania Cleanup, a statewide effort, by cleaning up the
community’s main thoroughfare from the Conyngham Township
line to the Nanticoke City boundary. Members also did a Big Junk
pickup in Wanamie on May 7th, and another for Alden on June
11th. They are planning a pickup for the Sheatown section in the
near future. Volunteers to assist in these undertakings are
welcomed and appreciated.

The Organization’s second annual Fall Festival is scheduled
for October 29th at the Holy Child Grove in Sheatown. 1t
promises to be a fun event for the entire family. Please mark your
calendar, and plan to attend.

Regular meetings of the Organization are held on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of every month at 6:30 pm, usually at the Knights of
Columbus facility ( formerly St. Dennis Church ) on East Main
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